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PAGE 01 SAIGON 20364 041349Z 
50 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DPW-01 IO-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 
SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 NIC-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 DRC-01 
/163 W 

024637 

R 041114Z DEC 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9585 
INFO AMCOJPIAHA 
USDEL JEC PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

UNCLAS SAIGON 20364 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, VS 

SUB: A LETTER- WRITING CAMPAIGN THAT BACKFIRED 

1. ADDRESSEES MAY BE INTERESTED IN A RECENT EPISODE IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL LETTER- WRITING CAMPAIGN BEING WAGED AGAINST THE GVN 
ON ISSUE OF "POLITICAL PRISONERS." THE INCIDENT WAS RELATED BY 

BUI BAO TRUC, THE GVN SPOKESMAN, AT THE NOVEMBER 29 AFTERNOON PRESS 
CONFERENCE. 

2. TRUC SAID THAT AROUND 200 IDENTICAL POSTCARDS HAD JUST COME IN 
DEMANDING THE RELEASE OF MRS. NGO BA THANH (WHO, OF COURSE, HAD 
BEEN FREED TWO MONTHS EARLIER.) ALL THE POSTCARDS WERE SIGNED BY 
JAPANESE AND POSTED IN OKINAWA ON NOVEMBER 14. THEY WERE PRE- WRITTEN 
IN PERFECT VIETNAMESE; THE SENDERS, MOST OF WHOM PROBABLY DID 

NOT KNOW THE CARDS' CONTENTS, ONLY HAD TO SIGN THEIR NAMES. TRUC 
COMMENTED THAT THE SIGNERS HAD CLEARLY BEEN FOOLED BY A COMMUNIST 
PROPAGANDA DRIVE. 

MARTIN 
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